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Why	
  are	
  we	
  here?	
  

•  Review	
  the	
  applica=on	
  /	
  acceptance	
  process	
  
•  Review	
  the	
  GRE	
  and	
  relevant	
  informa=on	
  
•  Suggest	
  a	
  method	
  and	
  schedule	
  of	
  study	
  
•  Develop	
  a	
  plan	
  to	
  maximize	
  your	
  scores	
  on	
  the	
  
GRE	
  



What	
  does	
  a	
  graduate	
  	
  
student	
  do?	
  



Higgins’s	
  List	
  of	
  Things	
  Great	
  Grad	
  
Students	
  Do:	
  

•  Understand	
  the	
  research	
  process	
  
•  Read	
  well	
  
•  Speak	
  well	
  
•  Manage	
  =me	
  

–  Know	
  their	
  ‘good’	
  =mes	
  
–  Time	
  on	
  task	
  

•  Work	
  hard,	
  play	
  hard	
  and	
  sleep	
  fast	
  
•  Have	
  solid	
  personal	
  rela=onships	
  
•  Maintain	
  a	
  posi=ve	
  aOtude	
  



The application process is 	


very straightforward	





Finding	
  your	
  Graduate	
  Program	
  

•  Defining	
  your	
  interests	
  
•  Loca=ng	
  resources	
  to	
  assist	
  you	
  locate	
  
appropriate	
  programs	
  &	
  inves=gators	
  

•  Doing	
  your	
  homework	
  
•  Establish	
  your	
  criteria	
  
•  Making	
  it	
  personal	
  



Overview	
  of	
  applica=on	
  process	
  
•  GRE	
  exam	
  	
  

–  When?	
  
–  Which	
  tests?	
  

•  On	
  line	
  applica=ons	
  
•  Personal	
  Statements!	
  
•  Your	
  LeWers	
  
•  Transcripts	
  
•  Follow	
  up	
  leWers	
  &	
  a	
  phone	
  call	
  
•  Interviews	
  &	
  visit	
  days	
  
•  Apply	
  early!	
  



GRE	
  Subject	
  Test	
  Dates,	
  2011-­‐12	
  



Overview	
  of	
  applica=on	
  process	
  
•  GRE	
  exam	
  	
  

–  When?	
  
–  Which	
  tests?	
  

•  On	
  line	
  applica=ons	
  
•  Personal	
  Statements!	
  
•  Your	
  LeWers	
  
•  Transcripts	
  
•  Follow	
  up	
  leWers	
  &	
  a	
  phone	
  call	
  
•  Interviews	
  &	
  visit	
  days	
  
•  Apply	
  early!	
  



Personal	
  Statements:	
  3	
  parts	
  

•  Who	
  you	
  are	
  &	
  why	
  you	
  want	
  research	
  as	
  a	
  
career	
  

•  Descrip=on	
  of	
  your	
  past	
  research	
  as	
  evidence	
  
of	
  your	
  abili=es	
  

•  Clear	
  and	
  specific	
  statements	
  about	
  the	
  match	
  
with	
  this	
  program	
  



Overview	
  of	
  applica=on	
  process	
  
•  GRE	
  exam	
  	
  

–  When?	
  
–  Which	
  tests?	
  

•  On	
  line	
  applica=ons	
  
•  Personal	
  Statements!	
  
•  Your	
  LeWers	
  
•  Transcripts	
  
•  Follow	
  up	
  leWers	
  &	
  a	
  phone	
  call	
  
•  Interviews	
  &	
  visit	
  days	
  
•  Apply	
  early!	
  



Selec=on	
  Criteria	
  
•  GPA	
  -­‐	
  overall	
  and	
  science	
  

–  Note	
  trends	
  
•  GRE	
  scores	
  
•  Applica=on	
  essays	
  
•  Research	
  Experience	
  
•  LeWers	
  



Graduate	
  Record	
  Examina=on	
  

www.gre.org	
  



Two	
  ques=ons	
  for	
  today:	
  

1.  What	
  is	
  at	
  stake	
  with	
  the	
  GRE?	
  	
  (How	
  
important	
  is	
  it	
  to	
  your	
  applica=on?)	
  

2.  Can	
  I	
  really	
  make	
  a	
  difference	
  in	
  my	
  score	
  by	
  
spending	
  some	
  prepara=on	
  =me?	
  



N.B.	
  -­‐	
  You	
  ARE	
  a	
  test	
  taker!	
  

A	
  funny	
  thing	
  happened	
  to	
  the	
  ETS	
  &	
  its	
  GRE……	
  











New	
  vs.	
  Old	
  GRE	
  

•  4	
  vs	
  3	
  hours	
  
•  Adap=ve	
  scoring	
  by	
  sec=on	
  vs	
  adap=ve	
  
scoring	
  by	
  ques=on	
  

•  You	
  may	
  tag	
  and	
  skip	
  ques=ons	
  and	
  return	
  vs	
  
old	
  ‘pull	
  the	
  trigger	
  and	
  move	
  on’	
  

•  More	
  use	
  of	
  sta=s=cs,	
  coordinate	
  geometry	
  
and	
  quadra=c	
  equa=ons	
  

•  Numeric	
  entry,	
  mul=ple	
  correct	
  answers	
  



Calculator	
  

Note:	
  no	
  log10	
  func=on	
  



New	
  vs.	
  Old	
  GRE	
  

•  Reasoning	
  and	
  context	
  understanding	
  vs.	
  
antonyms	
  and	
  analogies	
  

•  Sentence	
  equivalents	
  
•  Text	
  comple=on	
  
•  Reading	
  comprehension	
  and	
  passage	
  
highligh=ng	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



~	
  675,000	
  test	
  takers	
  in	
  2011	
  
www.ets.org/gre	
  



Receiving	
  Scores	
  

www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  





Analyze	
  an	
  Issue	
  

www.ets.org/gre	
  



Analyze	
  an	
  Issue	
  

www.ets.org/gre	
  



Analyze	
  and	
  Argument:	
  
Three	
  poten=al	
  sets	
  of	
  instruc=ons	
  

www.ets.org/gre	
  



Analyze	
  an	
  Argument	
  

www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



Quan=ta=ve	
  Sec=on	
  

www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



www.ets.org/gre	
  



What	
  can	
  I	
  take	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  
previous	
  brief	
  review	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  

GRE?	
  



Do	
  I	
  need	
  a	
  review	
  course	
  ?	
  



What	
  is	
  my	
  prepara=on	
  strategy?	
  

1.  Download	
  relevant	
  content	
  &	
  prac=ce	
  
materials.	
  

2.  Set	
  up	
  my	
  weekly	
  study	
  schedule.	
  
3.  Develop	
  my	
  =ming	
  and	
  familiarity	
  with	
  the	
  

test!	
  
4.  Review	
  the	
  mathema=cs	
  thoroughly.	
  



Exam	
  strategies	
  

•  Always	
  on	
  the	
  clock!	
  
•  How	
  much	
  =me	
  per	
  ques=on?	
  
– Construct	
  a	
  table:	
  	
  =me	
  vs.	
  ques=on	
  number	
  

•  Other	
  strategies?	
  



Mathema=cs	
  Sec=on	
  

Elapsed	
  Time	
   Ques.on	
  #	
  

10	
  minutes	
   6	
  -­‐	
  7	
  

20	
  minutes	
   12	
  -­‐	
  13	
  

30	
  minutes	
   18	
  -­‐	
  19	
  

40	
  minutes	
   23	
  -­‐	
  25	
  

45	
  min	
   25	
  

25	
  ques=ons	
  in	
  40	
  minutes	
  or	
  1:36	
  per	
  ques=on	
  



As	
  always	
  with	
  mul=ple	
  choice	
  
exams	
  (and	
  especially	
  since	
  you	
  
can	
  reconsider	
  and	
  change	
  

correct	
  to	
  incorrect	
  answers),	
  do	
  
not	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  answers	
  un=l	
  you	
  
know	
  it.	
  	
  Then	
  find	
  it,	
  mark	
  it,	
  

and	
  move	
  on!	
  



Your	
  week	
  

•  Sleep	
  schedule	
  
– No	
  late	
  nights!	
  

•  Maintain	
  exercise	
  or	
  begin	
  to	
  take	
  walks	
  
•  Eat	
  well	
  !	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  clean	
  your	
  room	
  or	
  do	
  your	
  laundry	
  if	
  
it	
  isn’t	
  part	
  of	
  your	
  rou=ne.	
  

•  Go	
  to	
  the	
  movies,	
  pick	
  up	
  a	
  book,	
  or	
  u=lize	
  
some	
  other	
  reward.	
  



The	
  Day	
  Before:	
  

•  Normal,	
  rou=ne	
  day	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  goof	
  off	
  at	
  work	
  -­‐	
  keep	
  busy	
  
– Plan	
  to	
  be	
  busy	
  with	
  something	
  rewarding	
  

•  Leave	
  a	
  liWle	
  early	
  
•  No	
  study!	
  
–  If	
  you	
  must,	
  only	
  7	
  items	
  



The	
  Night	
  Before:	
  

•  Whatever	
  
•  Watch	
  what	
  you	
  eat!!!!	
  
•  Be	
  careful	
  with	
  medica=ons	
  
•  Don’t	
  go	
  to	
  bed	
  too	
  early	
  or	
  too	
  late	
  
– No	
  naps!!!	
  



The	
  Night	
  Before:	
  

•  Assemble	
  what	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  take	
  to	
  the	
  test	
  
center:	
  
– Your	
  admission	
  =cket	
  
– Photo	
  ID	
  
•  Exact	
  name,	
  photo,	
  &	
  signature!	
  

•  Lay	
  out	
  your	
  clothes	
  



Test	
  Day	
  

•  Be	
  awake	
  >	
  2	
  hours	
  before	
  the	
  exam	
  
•  Shower	
  and	
  dress	
  for	
  success	
  
•  Eat	
  sanely	
  
– Caffeine?	
  	
  Sugar?	
  Medica=ons?	
  

•  Walk	
  and	
  review	
  7	
  items	
  (if	
  you	
  must!)	
  
•  Arrive	
  to	
  the	
  site	
  early	
  but	
  do	
  not	
  enter	
  early	
  
•  Avoid	
  stress	
  mongers	
  
•  Be	
  prepared	
  for	
  the	
  unprepared	
  


